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Seventh Assessment Cycle | Timeline

2023

IPCC 
elected new 
Chair and 
Bureau 
(July 2023)

20272024

IPCC decided 
on products 
and workplan 
for the seventh 
cycle (January 
2024)

Special Report 
on Climate 
Change and 
Cities (early 
2027)

TBC 2029

Methodology 
Report on 
Short-lived 
Climate 
Forcers (by 
2027)

Methodology 
Report on 
Carbon Dioxide 
Removal 
Technologies, 
Carbon 
Capture 
Utilization and 
Storage (by 
end of 2027)

Seventh 
Assessment 
Report
Working Group 
I, II, & III 
contributions

Update on 1994 
Technical 
Guidelines on 
Impacts, 
Adaptation and 
Vulnerability
(Timeline to be 
decided at 
IPCC-61)

Synthesis Report
(by late 2029, after 
completion of the 
Working Group 
contributions)

2028

2nd Global Stocktake
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DECISION IPCC-LX- 9. PLANNING FOR THE SEVENTH ASSESSMENT CYCLE - OPTIONS FOR THE 

PROGRAMME OF WORK IN THE SEVENTH ASSESSMENT CYCLE

Key Decision
Seventh Assessment Cycle

In adopting its programme of work the IPCC 

emphasized that the seventh assessment cycle will be 

robust, comprehensive, accurate, inclusive and 

use diverse literature and knowledge sources 

including drawing on Indigenous Peoples’ Knowledge 

and Local  Communities’ Knowledge.
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Authors Pieces of scientific literature assessed Review comments addressed

796 >100,000 >300,000

Why wide participation matter?
Sixth Assessment Reports | Numbers

Female Male

41% 59% 
Developing 

Countries 
and 
Economies 

in transition

Developed 

countries

33% 67% 
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The outline is drafted and 
developed by experts 
nominated by governments 
and observer organizations.

Nomination of Authors Selection of Authors

Expert Review 

First Order Draft (FOD)

Government and Expert Review 
Second Order Draft (SOD)

Final Draft Report and SPM

Government Review of 
Final Draft SPM

Key Report Process | Ten Steps

Approval & Acceptance of Report

2 Approval of OutlineScoping1
The Panel approves the 
outline.

3
Governments and observer 
organizations nominate 
experts as authors.

4
The Bureau selects authors.

5
Authors prepare a first draft 
which is reviewed by experts.

6
The second draft of the report and first draft 
of the Summary for Policymakers (SPM) are 
reviewed by governments and experts.

7
Authors prepare final draft of the report 
and SPM which are sent to 
governments.

8
Governments review the final draft 
in preparation for its approval.

Working Group/Panel approves SPM 
and accepts reports.

9 10
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Efforts to Enhance Engagement of the IPCC 
National Focal Points

Induction brochure

IPCC Newsletter

Dashboard for IPCC focal points
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Side Event Briefing (Induction) 

SB60

(June)

Call for authors’ 
nomination

(August –tbc)

Webinars

IPCC-61

approval of the outlines

(July)

COP29 and beyond

(November)

Other Activities

Additional Planned Activities for IPCC Focal Points
Roadmap - 2024
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THANK YOU
FOR YOUR ATTENTION

STAY IN TOUCH STAY CONNECTED

ipcc.ch ipcc-sec@wmo.int

ipcc-media@wmo.int

ipcc_ch ipcc @ipcc ipcc

ipccGeneva
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