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REPORT OF THE THIRD SESSION OF THE IPCC BUREAU

Washington D.C., 15 February 1991

This is a summary of the proceedings of the third
session of the IPCC Bureau held in Washington D.C., at the Loy
Henderson Auditorium of the Department of State on 15 February
1991.

1. OPENING OF THE SESSION (agenda item 1)

1.1 The Chairman of IPCC, Prof. B. Bolin, opened the
session at 0910 hours. He explained that in addition to the
members of the Bureau, there were four special invitees: Mr. K.
Yokobori (in his personal capacity as a co-chairman of the Energy
and Industry Subgroup of IPCC Working Group III), Germany (a co-
chairman of the Agriculture and Forestry Subgroup of WG III),
India (a co-chairman of the Resource Use and Management Subgroup
of WG III) and Mexico.

1.2 The list of attendees is appended as annex A to this
report.
1.3 The agenda as amended and approved follows:

AGENDA

1. OPENING OF THE SESSION
2. DISCUSSION ITEMS

2.1 How to assess national net greenhouse gas emissions?
2.2 Forestry-related issues
2.3 Energy-related issues
2.4 Predictions of the regional distributions of climate
change and associated impact studies
Selected studies of the economic implications of
climate change
Vulnerability to sea level rise
Emissions scenarios
Reviews of the IPCC Report
Reorganization and structure of IPCC
0 Full participation of the developing countries.

3 IPCC BUDGET AND OTHER SUPPORT
4, IPCC WORK PLAN

5. OTHER BUSINESS

6. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION
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1.3 Agenda items 3 and 4 were deferred to the fifth plenary
session of IPCC (Geneva, 13-15 March 1991). With regard to the
IPCC budget and other support, only a status report on the
WMO/UNEP Joint IPCC Trust Fund, and no budget request, had been
submitted for the consideration of the Bureau.

24 DISCUSSION ITEMS (agenda item 2)

2.1 The general conclusions that emerged from the
discussion were:

a. IPCC should provide the most objective analyses of
scientific and technical (the latter to include
economic questions that are not part of the
negotiations on the framework convention on climate
change) assessments of the issue of climate change;
such assessments could identify research, monitoring
and information exchange gaps:

b. IPCC should develop work plans for the short term
(which encompasses the period to at least the
conclusion of the negotiations on the framework
convention) and for the long term;

. a flexible approach to the organization of the IPCC
work is desirable; the Working Groups and the Special
Committee on the Participation of Developing Countries
should be maintained to fill the long term needs while
special task forces could be formed as appropriate to
fill the short term needs;

d. IPCC should invite expert inputs from relevant
international, intergovernmental and nongovernmental
organizations and from individuals;

e. lead authors who contributed to the IPCC First
Assessment Report (FAR), if they so desire, were free
to counter any criticism of the FAR; neither the Panel
nor the Bureau would take on this task;

f. while reports may be generated by the Working Groups,
subgroups and task forces in the short and in the long
terms, they need to be discussed by the Panel and
approved before they could be deemed IPCC reports;

g the Panel may reserve the following topics to itself:
* integration of the tasks undertaken by the
Working Groups, subgroups and task forces

(e.g., of tasks performed related to agenda
items 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3)
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* selected studies of the economic
implications of climate change

* questions related to the full participation
of the developing countries in the Panel's
activities.

2.2 Specific proposals were invited from the members of the

Bureau on agenda items 2.1, 2.3, 2.5, 2.6, 2.7 and IPCC rules of
procedure. The proposal on the last item was the result of the
view expressed by some members/invitees that the work procedure
of IPCC in the past was such that many countries, especially from
the developing world, were hard put to participate in the Panel's
activities, even though the tight deadlines imposed on the IPCC
did not allow sufficient time to follow alternate procedures;
other members expressed the view that the practices used by the
IPCC were appropriate for an expert body such as the IPCC.

3. OTHER BUSINESS (agenda item 5)

3.1 There was none.

4 CLOSURE OF THE SESSION (agenda item 6)

4.1 The session closed at 1540 houré on 15 February 1991.
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