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     REPORT OF THE 35TH SESSION   

OF THE IPCC BUREAU 
 

Les Pailles Conference Centre, Mauritius 
25 April 2006 

 
1. OPENING OF THE SESSION   
 

The Chair of the IPCC, Mr Rajendra K. Pachauri, opened the session at 10 a.m, by welcoming Mr 
Andy Reisinger, the newly appointed Head of Technical Support Unit, AR4 Synthesis Report (SYR-
TSU).  
 
The provisional annotated agenda is attached as Annex 1. The list of participants is attached as 
Annex 2. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT REPORT OF THE 34t h SESSION  
 

The Bureau approved the draft report of its 34 th Session with minor amendments.  
 
3.  WRITING TEAM FOR THE AR4 SYNTHESIS REPORT 
 

The Chair proposed a list of Core Writing Team (CWT) members and Review Editors for the AR4 
SYR, and requested flexibility to add one or two people when necessary in the drafting process. 
 
Bureau members expressed concerns on matters such as geographical-balance, participation of 
developing country experts, how to ensure that the report is a true synthesis of the Working Group 
(WG) reports, and that the size of the writing team is manageable. Members also asked for 
clarifications on the participation of WG Co-chairs and IPCC Vice-Chairs. It was suggested that the 
selection of the Extended Writing Team and the review process be complementary processes to 
address the issue of geographical-balance, while keeping in mind that a CWT member does not in 
any way represent a particular country.  It was also suggested that in the future list of CWT 
members, types of expertise, their organizations and countries should be reflected.  

 
The Chair invited the three IPCC Vice-Chairs, Mr Richard Odingo, Mr Mohan Munasinghe and Mr 
Yuri Izrael as Special Reviewers. The Chair also confirmed that the WG Co-chairs are members of 
the CWT, and assured the Bureau that the issue of geographical-balance would be addressed and 
some marginal additions to the CWT would be made. The Bureau agreed to the composition of the 
Core Writing Team as contained in Annex 3. It was also stated that the Chair would bring the 
document to the attentio n of the Panel.  

 
4. REVIEW OF THE IPCC TERMS OF REFERENCE   

 
The Secretary briefed the Bureau on Resolution 8 of the 14 th WMO Congress, which encourages the 
IPCC to review its terms of reference (TOR). Some Bureau members thought that both WMO and 
UNEP, as parent organizations of the IPCC, should review IPCC’s TOR. While many Bureau 
Members noted that the current TOR have served the Panel well, they regarded it as an opportunity 
to review past activities and to identify whether changes need to be made for the future. Enhanced 
interaction with the UNFCCC and participation of developing country experts were suggested as 
topics to be addressed in the review of the TOR of the IPCC. 
 
The Bureau suggested that the Panel might set up a TOR contact group to examine its present TOR 
and propose what to add or change in a timely manner. Based on the findings of the contact group, 
the Panel could make recommendations to both WMO and UNEP.  
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5. PROCEDURAL MATTERS  

 
The Secretary introduced the status of the draft rules of procedure for the election of the IPCC 
Bureau and any Task Force Bureau and main changes to the draft policy and process for admitting 
observer organisations.  There was no discussion on election procedures. The Secretary responded to 
a few questions of clarifications regarding the revised proposal on observer organizations. Both 
items were to be considered by the Panel at its 25 th Session.  

 
6. MATTERS RELATED TO THE UNFCCC  
 

The Secretary informed the Bureau of decisions taken and conclusions reached by UNFCCC COP 
11 and SBSTA 23, which are of relevance to the IPCC programme.  Mr Thorgeirsson, Deputy 
Executive Secretary of the Climate Secretariat, informed the Bureau about related follow up actions 
after COP 11, the informal meeting on the five-year programme of work of the SBSTA on impacts, 
vulnerability and adaptation to climate change (March 2006, report on UNFCCC website), and 
SBSTA’s initiative on new research needs for climate change which are to be discussed in a side 
event of SBSTA 24.  It was noted that the Panel would further discuss the matter at its 25th Session. 

 
7. PROPOSALS FOR FUTURE IPCC WORK  

 
7.1 New Emission Scenarios  
 
Mr Leo Meyer, Head of WGIII TSU, presented the recommendations by the Task Group on New 
Emission Scenarios (TGNES) on Further Work of the IPCC on Emission Scenarios. He highlighted 
suggestions for a Technical Paper after completion of AR4, the possible role of IPCC in scenario 
development and a Special Report on Integrated Scenarios.  
 
The Bureau discussed the recommendations of the TGNES and the proposal by the IPCC Chair 
including the role of the IPCC, definition of emission scenarios or integrated scenarios, and 
appreciated the work of the TGNES. It agreed that the proposal by the IPCC chair on new emission 
scenarios should be referred to the Plenary for review and approval. The Bureau was informed of a 
letter from Professor John Mitchell to the Chair regarding the integrated TGNES proposal 
concerning new IPCC emission scenarios. The Bureau agreed that this letter be made available to 
delegates of IPCC-25 as an INF document. 
 
7.2 Task Force on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories (TFI)  
 
Mr Taka Hiraishi introduced the future work programme of the IPCC Task Force on National 
Greenhouse Gas Inventories (TFI), and noted that the work of TFI should be planned well in 
advance in order to seek continuous financial support from the Japanese government for the TFI 
Technical Support Unit. The Bureau noted the importance of the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National 
Greenhouse Gas Inventories and encouraged the TFI to continue its work on dissemination of the 
2006 Guidelines and on Emission Factor Database (EFDB). The Bureau also noted words of caution 
on using inverse modelling and satellite data in inventory work. 
 
7.3 IPCC Special Report on Renewable Energy  
 
Germany introduced the proposal for an IPCC Special Report on Renewable Energy, explained the 
rationale behind the proposal including that the subject of renewable energy was not addressed 
adequately in previous IPCC reports.  
 
Some Bureau members supported the proposal, and thought it was a timely proposal to address this 
important issue. Others expressed various concerns such as timing and resource conflicts with the 
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completion of the AR4 and its associated impacts on the workload of the Working Group III and 
suggested taking stock and deciding on it after completion of the AR4. Further issues addressed 
include the relation with the issue of energy efficiency; whether a special report should address both 
renewable energy and energy efficiency; the wider issue of the transition within the energy system; 
and general concerns about the future strategy on IPCC Special Reports. It was noted that the Panel 
at its 25 th Session would consider the proposal.  
 

8. OTHER BUSINESS  
 
Outreach activities were discussed under this agenda item. Bureau members expressed willingness to 
work with the Secretariat to conduct a range of outreach activities for the forth-coming AR4 reports. 
It was noted that this would require a clear plan and schedule for the availability of AR4 pro ducts, 
including timely publication of Working Group report and translation of the Working Group 
SPM/TS and the Synthesis Report and its SPM into the five official UN languages. 

 
9. TIME AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION 

 
The Secretary proposed that the next Bureau session would be held in the period from February to 
March 2007, in Geneva, if other places were not suitable or available. 

 
10. CLOSING  
 

The Bureau concluded its 35th Session at 17:30 hrs on 25 th April 2006.  
 
 
 

Annex 1, Provisional Annotated Agenda 
  
Annex 2, List of CWT members  
 
Annex 3, List of Participants 
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PROVISIONAL ANNOTATED AGENDA 
 
 
1. OPENING OF THE SESSION   

 
2. APPROVAL OF THE DRAFT REPORT OF THE 34th SESSION (BUR-XXXV/Doc.2) 
 
3. WRITING TEAM FOR THE AR4 SYNTHESIS REPORT 
 

Consistent with section 4.1.1 of the procedures for the preparation, review, acceptance, 
adoption, approval and publication of IPCC Reports, the Bureau will be invited to agree on 
the composition of the writing team for the AR4 Synthesis Report.  

 
4. REVIEW OF THE IPCC TERMS OF REFERENCE  (IPCC-XXV/Doc. 8) 

 
The Bureau will be informed about Resolution 8 by the 14th WMO Congress, which 
encourages the IPCC to review its terms of reference. 
 

5. PROCEDURAL MATTERS (IPCC-XXV/Doc. 5 and IPCC-XXV/Doc. 7) 
 
The Bureau will be invited to express its views on procedural matters that will be considered 
by the Panel at its 25th Session, the rules of procedures for the election of the IPCC Bureau 
and any Task Force Bureau and process and policy for admitting observer organisations. 

 
6. MATTERS RELATED TO THE UNFCCC (IPCC-XXV/Doc. 9) 
 

The Bureau will be informed about decisions taken by COP-11 and conclusions by SBSTA-
23 that are relevant for the IPCC workprogramme.     

 
7. PROPOSALS FOR FUTURE IPCC WORK  

 
The Bureau will be informed about proposals for future IPCC work and is invited to express 
its view in particular concerning implications for ongoing work and the IPCC mid- and long- 
term programme and resource requirements.  
 
7.1 New Emissions Scenarios (IPCC-XXV/Doc.11) 
7.2 TFI (IPCC-XXV/Doc.10) 
7.3 IPCC Special Report on Renewable Energy (IPCC-XXV/Doc.12)  
 

8. OTHER BUSINESS  
 
9. TIME AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION 
 
10. CLOSING  
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           ANNEX 3  
 
 
 
 
Core Writing Team for the AR4 Synthesis Report 
 
The Core Writing Team for the AR4 Synthesis Report is lead by the IPCC Chair. The Core Writing Team 
comprises the IPCC Chair, the Co-Chairs of the three Working Groups, the heads of the Technical Support 
Units, the Secretary and Deputy Secretary of the IPCC, and selected authors from the three Working Group 
reports. 
 
The authors selected from the three Working Group reports are listed in Table 1. These authors have been 
selected by the IPCC Chair in consultation with the Co-Chairs, and have been agreed by the IPCC Bureau at 
its thirty-fifth session. 
 
The Core Writing Team may be expanded by the IPCC Chair, in consultation with the Co-Chairs, at a later 
stage as any needs to add specific expertise to the Core Writing Team may become apparent. 
 
The Core Writing Team will be assisted by an Extended Writing Team containing representatives from each 
chapter of the Working Group reports. The Extended Writing Team will ensure adequate coverage of 
geographical and sectoral issues. 
 
Review Editors have been selected from the IPCC Bureau as well as authors from the Working Group 
reports. The Review Editors are also listed in Table 1.  



 

 

Table 1: Core Writing Team (in addition to IPCC Chair, Co-Chairs, TSU heads, Secretary and Dep. Secretary) and Review Editors 
 

No. Topic WG-I WG-II WG-III Review Editors  
1 Observed changes in climate and its 

effects 
J Ren (China) 
N Nicholls (Australia) 
M Rusticucci (Argentina) 

C Rosenzweig (USA)  Bubu Jallow 
(The Gambia – WG-I) 
John Stone 
(Canada – WG-II) 

2 Causes of change P Stott (UK) 
U Lohmann 
(Switzerland) 

 N H Ravindranath (India) R Bojariu 
(Romania – WG-I) 
D Hawkins 
(USA – WG-III) 

3 Climate change and its impacts in the 
near and long term under different 
scenarios 

R Stouffer (USA) 
V Kattsov (Russia) 
T Matsuno (Japan) 

S Schneider (USA) 
B Menne 
(WHO/Germany) 
C Vogel (South Africa) 
Z Kundzewicz (Poland) 

N H Ravindranath (India) 
W Hare (Australia) 
N Nakicenovic (Serbia & 
Montenegro) 

S Diaz 
(Argentina – WG-II) 
H Lee 
(Republic of Korea – WG-III) 

4 Adaptation and mitigation options and 
responses, the inter-relationship with 
sustainable development, at global and 
regional levels 

 L Nurse (Barbados) 
S Agrawala 
(OECD/France) 
G Yohe (USA) 

R Swart (The Netherlands) 
J Pershing (USA) 
L Bernstein (USA) 
Y Sokona (Mali) 

A Allali 
(Morocco – WG-II) 
I A R Elgizouli 
(Sudan – WG-III) 

5 The long-term perspective: scientific 
and socio-economic aspects relevant 
to adaptation and mitigation, 
consistent with the objectives and 
provisions of the Convention, and in 
the context of sustainable 
development 

R Stouffer (USA) 
T Matsuno (Japan) 

S Huq (Bangladesh) 
S Agrawala 
(OECD/France) 
G Yohe (USA) 

W Hare (Australia) 
N Nakicenovic (Serbia & 
Montenegro) 
T Sugiyama (Japan) 
Y Sokona (Mali) 

F Giorgi 
(Italy – WG-I) 
O Hohmeyer 
(Germany – WG-III) 

6 Robust findings, key uncertainties Whole team Whole team Whole team D Griggs (UK – WG-I) 
N Leary (USA – WG-II) 

 
 




