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USING FOREST ECOSYSTEM GOODS AND SERVICES FOR  
CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION IN BURKINA FASO AND GHANA:  

POLICY GAPS AND CONSTRAINTS 

Fobissie B. Kalame, Maria Brockhaus, Johnson Nkem, Monica Idinoba and Markku Kanninen1

 Forest resource governance through the formation and implementation of policies determines 
the forest ecosystem goods and services (FEGS) communities and sectors can act upon to adapt during 
climatic hazards. Many communities in West Africa have been, and are still using forest ecosystem 
goods and services to adapt to climate hazards, while sectoral policies, programmes and projects on 
FEGS have also been put in place as response measures to climate related disasters—especially since 
the Sahelian droughts of the 1970s and 1980s. Despite all these efforts, these communities and sectors 
are still vulnerable to impacts of climate change, as indicated by the National Adaptation Plan of 
Action and the First National Communication documents submitted to the Climate Change 
Convention.  

 This paper, therefore, analyses policy obstacles related to the utilization of FEGS by 
communities and sectors for adaptation to impacts of climate change in Burkina Faso and Ghana. 
Findings of the policy analysis revealed that major limitations to which, when and how FEGS can be 
used by communities and sectors to achieve higher responsiveness during adaptation to climate 
hazards depend on the nature of participation in decision making, nature of access to and tenure rights 
over resources, incentive schemes, and the policy and political context. Literature has shown, 
however, the need for a better appreciation through awareness raising of the role of FEGS for 
community and sectoral adaptation, a climate change adaptation objective in current forest policy and 
programmes, improvement in the coordination of adaptation activities and synergies between sectors, 
as well as adequate financial and human resources to implement and enforce existing policies.  

 In conclusion, we recommend more flexibility in the formulation and implementation of 
policies on FEGS, taking into account future opportunities in climate change adaptation response to 
foster national development activities alongside the special needs of vulnerable communities and 
sectors.

Key words: adaptation, community, climate hazards, forest policy, goods and services. 

1 Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR), Bogor, Indonesia.  E-mail:  fkalame@cgiar.org
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