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 Uneven Development 

•Climate change is a threat to equitable and sustainable development; 

  it exacerbates livelihood struggles, esp. among disadvantaged people 
 

• Structural disadvantage (marginalization) drives vulnerability, and risk  
 

 

 

•Averages and aggregates mask disproportional impacts and risks 
 

•Critical thresholds for communities/society NOT from a global average 
 

 

 

• Yardstick: transition from acceptable to unacceptable at the local level 
 

 



Highlighting Risk in the AR5 

The potential occurrence of a physical 

event or trend that may cause loss of 

life, injury, and damage.  

The propensity or predisposition 

to be adversely affected.  

The presence of people and  

livelihoods in places that 

could be adversely affected. 

Limited ability build adaptive capacity 

Persistence of vulnerable conditions  

High susceptibility to cumulative stressors 

Irreversibility of consequences 

Figure SPM.1 



Examples of Impacts and Risks for People 

Example: Heat 

waves: declining 

work productivity, 

dehydration, heat 

stroke, and death 

Example: Additional duties for woman as 

laborers and caregivers, reduced food intake, 

more distress, adverse mental health, and in 

some cases increasing incidences of 

domestic violence. 



Multidimensional Inequalities 

Inequalities 

Fig 13.5 and Box TS 4 Fig 1 



Structural Disadvantage 
Socially and geographically disadvantaged people exposed to persistent inequalities 

at the intersection of various dimensions of discrimination based on gender, age, race, 

class, caste, indigeneity, and (dis)ability are particularly negatively affected by climate 

change and climate-related hazards. Context-specific conditions of marginalization 

shape multidimensional vulnerability and differential impacts. 
 

Gendered livelihood impacts; Feminization of responsibilities; Occupational hazards; 

Emotional and psychological distress; Mortality 

 



Livelihoods are Dynamic 

Ch13.  



Livelihoods are Dynamic 

Climate change =  

a threat multiplier 

Ch13.  



Key Risks for the Poor 



Main Findings 
Climate change and climate variability worsen existing poverty, exacerbate 

inequalities, and trigger both new vulnerabilities and some opportunities for 

individuals and communities. Poor people are poor for different reasons and 

thus are not all equally affected, and not all vulnerable people are poor. Climate 

change interacts with non-climatic stressors and entrenched structural 

inequalities to shape vulnerabilities  

(very high confidence, based on robust evidence, high agreement). 

Climate change will create new poor between now and 2100, in developing 

and developed countries, and jeopardize sustainable development. The 

majority of severe impacts are projected for urban areas and some rural 

regions in sub-Saharan Africa and Southeast Asia  

(medium confidence, based on medium evidence, medium agreement). 

Current policy responses for climate change mitigation or adaptation will 

result in mixed, and in some cases even detrimental, outcomes for poor and 

marginalized people, despite numerous potential synergies between climate 

policies and poverty reduction 

(medium confidence, based on limited evidence, high agreement). 


